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Lyrics
Not every song that you listen to tells an interesting or even a complete story, but there are many songs that do just that. In class, we are going to listen to a song together and try to figure out what the lyrics is all about. After that, we are going to watch the music video and see how this video complements the lyrics. As mentioned, we will do one song together but you are expected to do the same with more songs for your reading portfolio. This exercise is good practise for your reading exam, because it teaches you how to read between the lines and to look for meaning in a text. 
1. Before listening / reading:
The song we are going to listen to, and the story it tells, is based on a true story which took place in America. The song is called ‘Jeremy’. Think about what this title could possibly mean and why the band has chosen this title for the song. 
2. While listening for the first time:
Listen to the song, try to focus and read along with the text on the next page. While listening, underline words that you don’t know and translate them afterwards to make sure you understand everything. 
3. After listening for the first time:
Think back about your answers before listening to the song. Why is the song called ‘Jeremy’, who or what is it about? 
4. Look at different sections:
Take a look at every individual stanza and write down what it is about. Use the boxes provided next to the lyrics. 
5. Watch the music video:
Watch the music video that’s made for this song. Answer the following questions: 
1. What do you see in the video? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
2. What extra information do you get about the topic of the song? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
3. How do the images complement the lyrics? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
4. What is the meaning of the words flashing over the screen? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
5. What is the meaning of the final scene where the students are sitting in class with red stains on their uniforms?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

6. Making sense of the song:
Now that we’ve looked at the song in detail and have compared the lyrics with the music video, it’s time for you to start making sense of the story the song is trying to tell. Write down what you think the song is about. Make sure you explain yourself clearly and in detail.
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

7. Checking the meaning:
This song is based on a true story that took place in America in 1992. Go online and find out what happened in the real story. Summarise the real story underneath and check its content with what you thought the story was about. 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Pearl Jam – Jeremy 
At home, drawing pictures of mountain tops
With him on top
Lemon yellow sun, arms raised in a V
And the dead lay in pools of maroon below
[bookmark: _GoBack]Daddy didn't give attention
Oh, to the fact that mommy didn't care
King Jeremy the wicked
Oh, ruled his world
Jeremy spoke in class today
Jeremy spoke in class today
Clearly I remember pickin' on the boy
Seemed a harmless little fuck
Ooo, but we unleashed a lion
Gnashed his teeth and bit the recess lady's breast
How could I forget?
And he hit me with a surprise left
My jaw left hurtin', ooo, dropped wide open
Just like the day, oh, like the day I heard
Daddy didn't give affection, no
And the boy was something that mommy wouldn't wear
King Jeremy the wicked
Oh, ruled his world
Jeremy spoke in class today
Jeremy spoke in class today
Jeremy spoke in class today
Try to forget this
Try to erase this, from the blackboard
Jeremy spoke in class today
Jeremy spoke in class today
Jeremy spoke in, spoke in
Jeremy spoke in, spoke in
Jeremy spoke in class today
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